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argentina

Daniela Spalla
Hailed as one of the most exciting new 
voices in her native country, this Córdoba-
born songstress is working on the  
follow-up to her critically acclaimed 2006 
debut, Desvelo, and earning props from  
fellow up-and-comers like Mexico’s Ximena 
Sariñana. With no major label backing, 
Spalla, 25, has relied on her MySpace page 
to promote her signature blend of jazzy  
funk with soulful, R&B hooks, gigging often 
in Argentina and Uruguay with her band.

argentina

Actitud María Marta
After 10-plus years in a country that has 
traditionally repudiated black music, Actitud 
María Marta keep fighting the status quo  
and never give up. Armed with their socially 
conscious blend of old-school hip-hop  
and roots reggae, MCs Malena D’Alessio and 
Karen Pastrana, along with songstress  
Karen Fleitas, champion human rights from 
the plazas of Buenos Aires to the favelas  
of Rio de Janeiro. They also perform at shows 
sponsored by Hugo Chávez in Venezuela.   

download

“Llegó la Hora” 

sound

Dead Prez pumped  
with estrogen

download

“En Vano” 

sound

Erykah Badu meets 
Norah Jones

peru

Novalima
Limeños Ramón Pérez Prieto, Grimaldo del Solar, Rafael Morales 
and Carlos Li-Carrillo weren’t looking to break racial boundaries 

when they founded this collective in 2001. But three albums later, 
they’ve done just that by fusing traditional Afro-Peruvian songs 

with modern DJ techniques, dub reggae and chill electronica. 
Assisted by singer Milagros Guerrero, their newest release on the 

Cumbancha world music label, Coba Coba, delves deeper into 
Peru’s old soul while catering to audiences of all ages.

 C

music

Malena d’Alessio  
of Actitud  

María Marta  
was 2 years 

old when her 
father, José Luis,  

a militant with the 
Montoneros,  

disappeared during 
Argentina’s  

“Dirty War” period.  
“I’m proud to  

be his daughter,”  
she’s said.

sound

A Peruvian Gotan 
Project via Africa

download

“Ruperta/ 
Puede Ser” 
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                   Imagine, all-day relief 
         that’s as light and clean as satin itself.* 

       

*12 hours of itch rel ief.

Combe Incorporated   com97312a   Proof 1

venezuela

Los Crema 
Paraíso
This power trio 
was formed by Si*Sé 
percussionist Neil 
Ochoa, Los Amigos 
Invisibles guitarist José 
Luis Pardo and bassist 
Alvaro Benavides a year 
ago. The accomplished 
instrumentalists have 
injected rock, jazz, funk 
and electronica into 
folkloric joropo music for 
a sound that’s rooted in 
Venezuela, yet made for 
the global dance floor. 

chile

RH+
Known as Rock Hudson 
in their hometown of 
Santiago, RH+ have 
been dreaming up free-
flowing electro-pop for 
five years, earning 
comparisons to bands 
like Stereolab and Air. 
The quintet’s 2009 U.S. 
debut, Quintana Roo, is 
almost entirely in English 
and features sultry 
vocals courtesy of lead 
singer Ximena “Negra” 
Muñoz that linger long 
after the record ends. 

puerto rico

Más Salsa  
Que Tú
This month, the new 
(soon-to-be marquee) 
all-male urban salsa  
trio Más Salsa Que Tú, 
made up of boricuas 
Pirulo and Myzta and 
cubano El Mola, release 
their eponymous  
debut on CNO Records. 
Recorded entirely with 
a live band, it’s a sizzling 
mélange of salsa and 
hip-hop that both  
you and your grandma 
can get down with.

uruguay

Gonzalo Yañez
Known for his 
songwriting and 
production work with 
several Chilean pop 
stars, Yañez was 
handpicked by Chilean 
Jorge González, lead 
singer of pioneering rock 
en español band Los 
Prisioneros, to tour with 
them as guitarist. On 
Yañez’s self-titled U.S. 
debut (Nacional 
Records), he beautifully 
balances rock  
riffs with pop melodies. 

honduras

Yerbaklan
Inspired by reggaeton’s 
forefathers like Vico C 
and El General, Cesar 
Castaneda and Jaime 
Colindres are translating 
the sound of earlier 
reggaeton duos from the 
Caribbean to Central 
America, which means 
less competition. So far, 
they’ve opened for 
Daddy Yankee and Don 
Omar. Next: their first 
internationally 
distributed CD, Primera 
Clase (Xatruch Music).

download

“Sexy Gial” 

sound

Reggaeton’s 
Honduran cousin

download

“Petrocumbia” 

sound

High-speed  
bossa nova

download

“Más Salsa Que Tú”

sound

Tego Calderón 
meets Tito Puente

download

“Sambatriste” 

sound

Atmospheric  
pop 

download

“Dispara” 

sound

Sixties-inspired  
pop rock


